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Uphill battle: Rookie Jennifer Jo Cobb eyes
Nationwide prize
By Seth Livingstone, USA TODAY
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Last time the Nationwide Series took the track, Danica Patrick made history with her
fourth-place finish in Las Vegas, becoming the highest-finishing female ever in one of
NASCAR's national series events.
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Jennifer Jo Cobb was just hoping for a top-20 finish.
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and demolished her car — her one and only car.
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Patrick does not. Last year she became NASCAR's
highest placing woman in a season series, finishing 17th
in Camping World Truck Series points.

By Ross D. Franklin, AP

Jennifer Jo Cobb slides into her car prior to
qualifying for the Feb. 26 Nationwide Series race
at Phoenix International Raceway. Cobb finished
32nd after qualifying last.
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Daytona. Even then she had her eyes on a higher prize.
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Cobb intends to run the entire Nationwide Series with a
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clearly stated goal — to win Rookie of the Year honors in
that series.
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"The car can be fixed and will be ready for Bristol (this
week)," Cobb said after her Las Vegas tangle with fellow
rookie contender Timmy Hill. "No plans for the purchase
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of another car. When you're with a team that doesn't
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have the resources the some of the larger teams do
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have, you have to work twice as hard when you have a
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setback. We won't let it stop us from going forward."
Cobb, who ran her own truck team last season, has
combined with owner Rick Russell and 2nd Chance

Motorsports for her Nationwide campaign. Her Ford Mustang has Roush-Yates power

Advertisement

Most Popular E-mail Newsletter

and benefits from an informal alliance with other Ford teams running the Nationwide

Sign up to get:

series.

Top viewed stories, photo galleries
and community posts of the day

Still, there's no backup car and little room for error.
"We focus on working with what we've got," Cobb says. "Our goal is to be Nationwide
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/motor/nascar/2011-03-15-nationwide-jennifer-jo-cobb_N.htm
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Rookie of the Year, build respect and show people that despite not having big bucks, we
can compete respectfully. Then, hopefully, those bucks will eventually come and we can
compete for wins."
She says she has no regrets about not running for truck points after faring so well in the
first race of the season.

All of your bracket needs in one place

"This (Nationwide) is where we need to be," Cobb says. "I know it was a good move. It
would be really cool to be so high up in truck points, but we were just not going to be
able to survive another full season without being to able to share our resources with 2nd
Chance Motorsports."
Cobb says she's grateful for the respect she's received from competitors, officials and
fans on the truck circuit and hopes to gain the same in Nationwide.
"On the respect meter in the Camping World Truck Series, I feel like we're in good
shape," she says. "On the Nationwide side, we're starting from ground zero. You have to
earn that all over again."
Crew chief Steve Kuykendall, who was chief wrench for Cobb's truck team last year,
seems convinced Cobb is on the right track.

Play March Mania online or Mobile Hoopla on your
phone; print out brackets, get expert tips.
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"Right now is her time," Kuykendall says. "She was very raw when she started but now,
she has the ability to tell me everything that's happening with the car. She's proven that if
we can get to where we consistently have the right equipment, she can race with the big
guys."
Cobb, a 37-year-old Kansas City, Mo., is also trying to make an impact off the track.
She's teamed with the U.S. Army's Family Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command to
recognize women in the military and offer two of them (and their families) a behind-thescenes experience at her races.
"I get a lot of attention for being a female in an all-male-dominated environment and I
want to deflect some of that attention to women who are most-deserving
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